[image: ]



NIHR ARC NWC Doctoral Research Programme
Doctoral Award Application Form
Round 1: 2026

You may wish to consult the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section
 of our website to inform completion of your application

Section 1: Eligibility Declaration
Please read each statement carefully and ‘check’ the box to confirm your understanding. 
	1
	I declare that I meet the entry requirements for doctoral study at the university which will host the doctoral project for which I am applying
	☐

	2
	I understand that I must satisfy the admissions requirements of my chosen host university and that an offer of an ARC NWC Doctoral Award does not guarantee admission to a doctoral programme.
	☐

	3
	I confirm that I have discussed my proposed application with the relevant Primary Supervisor (or a member of the supervisory team) prior to submission.
	☐

	4
	I confirm that I have consulted the FOR Equity Toolkit and have demonstrated its application within my research proposal.
	☐

	5
	I understand that, should I wish to be considered for more than one project, a separate application must be submitted for each project, and I will be asked to rank those projects in order of preference. 
	☐

	6
	I understand that applicants may use standard proofreading, spelling, grammar, or accessibility tools. However, the use of generative AI to create, draft, paraphrase, or develop the intellectual content of the research proposal is not permitted.
	☐

	7
	I understand that the award supports full-time study only and that successful applicants are expected to commence study no later than the published start date.
	☐

	8
	I understand that the award provides funding for up to three years of full-time study, subject to satisfactory progress.
	☐

	9
	I understand that any writing-up, continuation, or lapse-year fees are not covered by the award and may be payable directly to the host university.
	☐

	10
	I understand that any employment undertaken alongside the award must comply with ARC NWC and host university regulations, with no more than 0.2FTE (1 day) additional paid work to be undertaken whilst in receipt of the stipend.
	☐

	11
	I understand that the award provides tuition fee funding at home rates only. Funding for international tuition fees is not available under this award.
	☐

	12
	I confirm that all information provided within my application is accurate and complete to the best of my knowledge. 
	☐

	13
	I understand that providing false, misleading, or incomplete information may result in my application being withdrawn, an offer being rescinded, or registration being terminated.
	☐

	14
	By submitting this application, I confirm that I have read and understood the eligibility requirements, funding arrangements, application process and conditions associated with the NIHR ARC NWC Doctoral Research Programme, and that I agree to abide by the regulations of both ARC NWC and my proposed host university.
	☐



Applications submitted without all declarations completed will not be considered

Section 2: NIHR ARC NWC Doctoral Project details
	Project Reference Number
	

	ARC Theme
	Choose an item.
	Partner Host University
	Choose an item...
	Project Primary Supervisor
	

	Doctoral Project Title

	





Section 3: Applicant details 
Please note: names must be entered as they would be on your passport
	First name(s)
	

	Middle name(s)
	

	Last name
	

	Previous last name 
(if applicable)
	

	Sex (Legal)
	Choose an item...
	Date of Birth (DD/MM/YYYY)
	

	Home address



	





	Home address postcode
	

	Term time address 
(if applicable)



	





	Term time address postcode
	

	E-mail address
	

	Telephone number
	

	Nationality 
	

	Country of permanent residence
	

	Country of birth
	

	If born outside the UK, date of first entry to live in the UK
	

	ORCID ID (if any)
	





Section 4: Academic details
	Please tell us your current, or most recent, education institution
	

	First (or Undergraduate) Degree: 
NB: If you are graduating this year, please provide your predicted grade

	Institution
	Full Award Title
	Start date
	End date
	Grade

	

	
	
	
	

	Postgraduate Qualifications (if any)

	Institution
	Full Award Title
	Start date
	End date
	Grade

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	Professional Qualifications (if any)

	Institution
	Full Award Title
	Start date
	End date
	Grade

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	Publications and Research Outputs (if any)
Please list any publications, dissertations, theses, or other substantial academic writing you have completed, including co-authored works where relevant.

	




	English Language Qualifications
If your first language is not English, please state which qualifications (e.g., IELTS, TOEFL) in English Language you hold or are currently studying, the score or grade if known and date taken. 
Please attach a photocopy of transcript and certificate with your application, if available. 

	Type of Qualification
	Month
	Year
	Grade

	

	
	
	



Section 5: Employment details
	Present employer (if any)

	Employing organisation 
	

	Employer address
	


	Role/Job title
	

	Band (if applicable)
	

	Professional background
	Choose an item.
	Professional background detail
	Choose an item.
	Full-time/Part-time (FT/PT)
	

	Employment start date
	

	Previous Employers (if any)

	Employer
	Role/Job title
	FT/PT
	Dates MM/YYY 
(from-to)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Section 6: Research Proposal
	The research proposal section of this form should be prepared independently by the applicant and should demonstrate their own academic reasoning, writing ability, and research skills.

You are encouraged to refer to the ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section of our website for information and guidance about what should be included here. 
(MAX 1000 Words)

	






















































































































	Please provide the final word count
	


Section 7: Previous applications
	Please give details (with dates) of any previous applications to study for a higher degree at any of the five NIHR Arc NWC universities (Edge Hill, Liverpool John Moores, Lancashire, Lancaster, and Liverpool) 

	






Please continue to the next page for ‘Section 10: EDI Monitoring’


Section 10: EDI Monitoring

Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion Monitoring Information
The NIHR ARC NWC Doctoral Research Programme will promote, plan, manage and monitor equal opportunities and, in particular, will monitor race, gender, and disability in relation to its student and staff profiles. Where necessary, appropriate positive action may be taken to ensure an equitable gender balance and appropriate representation of minority ethnic groups and people with disability.
It would be helpful if you could supply the following information to assist us in meeting this requirement.
The information you supply will be kept strictly confidential. It will not be seen or used during the selection process and will be anonymised for statistical monitoring purposes only.
	Age
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Sex
	Choose and item...
	Does your gender identity match your sex as registered at birth?
	Choose an item...
	Marital Status
	Choose an item...
	Sexual Orientation
	Choose an item...
	Nationality
	Choose an item...
	Nationality detail
	

	Religion/Belief
	Choose an item...
	Ethnic origin
	Choose an item...
	National Insurance Number 
	Choose an item...
	Disability is defined by the Equality Act 2010 as a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term (at least 12 months) effect on your ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.

	Do you have a disability as defined by the Equality Act?
	Choose an item...
	Disability or Learning Difficulty
	Choose an item...
	Any other information
	

	Would you like assistance to participate in interview?
	Choose an item...


[bookmark: _Appendix_1:_Eligible][bookmark: _Appendix_2:_Master’s]
Upon completion of this form, please submit to the 
NIHR ARC NWC Doctoral Research Programme
ARCNWC@Lancashire.ac.uk 
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