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How to ‘test’ a search

If you already have some papers that you know should be included in your review, you
can use these to 'test’ that your search retrieves papers that you would expect it to.

The examples below show how to test a search in the Ovid Medline database. However,
the principles will apply to any database and platform.

1. Runyour search in one of your databases (usually Medline is a good database to
use for this).

2. Do asearch for the title of your test paper:
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If the paper is indexed in the database, you should get one result for the search for the
title:
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If you get O results, it may mean the paper is not indexed in the database - you will need
to test a different paper or try a different database.

3. Combine the last line of your search with the search for the title of the paper using
AND:
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If the paper is in your search results you will get 1 result - this means your search has
found this paper:

—] # A searches Results  Type

] B orf3s 15145078 Advanced
] 26 S5and2and25 1607 Advanced
"] 27 Effects of an oral health program on the occurrence of oral candidosis in a long-term care facility.ti. 1 apvanced
7] B8 26amdZ 1 Afvanced

If you get O results, the paper is not in your search results which means your search does
not find the paper:
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If your search does not find the paper, you may need to adjust your search strategy.
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